
Morning Breakout Session Details 
10:15 AM to 11:15 AM  

 
Carolyn G. Biglow - Children’s and Young Adult Literature in Times of Illness 

 In this session, I will present an annotated bibliography of children’s and young adult books, 

about illness and medical conditions, available to the general public.  I will present recreational board, 

picture, chapter, audio, foreign language and Braille books, along with graphic novels for children and 

young adults, will be included.  A sample of books will be on display.  

Audience: Educators, Librarians,  Pediatric Nurses 

 

WPA SCBWI, Marcy Canterna - Introducing WPA SCBWI Class of 2016 - 2019 

 Most children think that authors only live in New York or California.  Pennsylvania has a wealth  

of talented authors and  illustrators, and we want to share their newest books with you.  We will discuss 

each recently published book, and we will talk about the story, the author, and the illustrator.  Then, we 

will share some suggestions of ways to include the stories in your classroom, at a variety of grade levels 

and in many curricular areas.  Presented by the Western Pennsylvania Chapter of the Society for        

Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators (WPA SCBWI). 

 Audience: Interest in Picture Book Literature 

 

Marietta Frank -  eBooks and the Young Learner 

 This presentation will discuss the impact of eReaders (laptops, phones, tablets) and eBooks on 

children's learning. In addition, the presentation will discuss the different types of eBooks available and 

will suggest selection criteria.  

Audience: Educators, Librarians, Writers, Picture Books 

 

Sydelle Pearl - “To Live with Honor and Die with Honor”: An Author’s Journey 

Inspired by a Secret Archive 

 Sydelle Pearl will explain how seeing a milk can on exhibit at the United States Holocaust         

Memorial Museum 22 years ago touched her deeply. This served as the inspiration for her novel,    

Wordwings, about how the power of stories and art can uplift people during bleak times.  Wordwings 

has won a Skipping Stones Honor Award, an Aesop Accolade from the American Forklore Society, and 

named a Notable Book by the Association of Jewish Libraries. 

Audience: Educators, Librarians, Writers, Young Adults, Storytellers, Archivists 

 



Afternoon Breakout Session Details 
12:45 PM to 1:45 PM 

 

Ellen Oh - From a Hashtag to a Non-Profit Organization: How a Grassroots 

Campaign Changed the Children's Publishing Industry  

 Ellen co-founded the We Need Diverse Books Organization. This session will explain how and why 

WNDB was created, including its programs and accomplishments. 

Audience: Educators, Librarians, Writers, Young Adult, Middle Grade, Picture Books 

 

Dr. Mary Beth Spore - Oral Interpretation Workshop  

 Have you ever wanted to be a more expressive reader? Have you ever wished your students 

were better oral readers? Does your voice get tired at the end of the day? Developing vocal and physical 

techniques can help you successfully communicate a literary work to an audience. This workshop        

includes exercises to strengthen your voice and improve reading quality. Ideas for helping students      

become better readers with more command over their voices will also be shared.   

Audience: Educators, Librarians, Writers 

 

Jeff Kuntz - Ignite the Passion for Reading: Strategies to Help Your Students 

Love Reading Class! 

 Ignite the Passion for Reading will provide participants with dozens of tricks and tips to help    

students develop a love of reading. Everything from reading activities and classroom transformations to 

mini units and skill reviews will be explored. These ideas will leave students begging for more.  

Audience: Educators, Librarians 

 

Sandra Reidmiller - Puppets and the Brain 

 Using puppetry in the content classroom can lead to better learning.  Published research on the 

brain suggests that puppet use can increase scores and vocabulary for our students.  Learn about the 

science and how to make inexpensive puppets that coordinate with content material.  

Audience: Educators, Librarians, Young Adult, Middle Grade 

 

 

 


