
Funding Continuing Education… 
Some Ideas to Consider $$$$ 

• Graduate Assistantships/Fellowships: Investigate options to 

work at the institution for tuition assistance/waiver. Many 

schools and programs will post these opportunities under their 

financial aid information. At times, there are opportunities to 

gain related experience within these positions, such as Research 

or Teaching Assistantships for those seeking careers in academia 

or positions in higher-education offices where related experience 

is possible (e.g., Career Center, Health Center, Counseling Center). 

We suggest doing some homework and inquiring early! 

• Public Service: Opportunities to “volunteer” within public 

service, such as AmeriCorps, can provide education awards to help pay previous school loans 

and/or provide funding for graduate or continuing one’s education once your service has been 

completed. Service periods vary and may be full-time for a year, part-time for a year, summer, etc.  

• Scholarships (Internal to Program/School or External): Research the institution’s Financial 

Aid pages to view scholarships that could be directly related to your program of study or the 

school itself. Community scholarships and stipends may be awarded through foundations, local 

organizations or companies and may also be affiliated with the school. Don’t forget, seek out 

opportunities in your community, town and city, as well as larger scale scholarship opportunities.  

• Professional Associations: Research professional associations related to your field of study 

and/or future goals. There can be national associations, regional associations and associations that 

are city specific. There are many scholarships related to focused career areas to help students to 

further their knowledge and promote the field to thrive. Some examples are below. 

- American Math Society 

- American Association of Medical Colleges (AAMC) 

- Pittsburgh Human Resources Association 

- Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) 

Often there are student memberships and opportunities to connect with mentors as well! 

• Loans (Complete FAFSA): Loans may be an option to help supplement and/or pay for education. 

Complete your FAFSA on time and inquire with the graduate or professional school about 

timelines and potential options.  

• Employment: Many companies and organizations (including some colleges/universities) provide 

education benefits upon hire or a specified period after someone is hired. This might include a 

class each semester or funding for a given number of classes for instance. Sometimes, there are set 

programs that the company/organization will fund related to one’s position. (For 

instance, you could work as a Resident Assistant or Admissions Counselor in some 

schools and obtain education benefits.) 

Please note: This is not an exhaustive list! Please consult Career Services. 

 

https://www.ams.org/home/page
https://www.aamc.org/
https://www.pittsburghhra.org/
https://www.prsa.org/prssa
https://www.prsa.org/prssa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

